
This publication has been fi nanced in part 
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The content was developed by  African-
American History students at Patuxent High 
School, Calvert Elementary, and Calvert 
High School.

The Old Wallville School is located on the 
grounds of Calvert Elementary School on 
East Dares Beach Road (Rt. 402) in Prince 
Frederick. 

Tours may be arranged by contacting:
Friends of the Old Wallville School, Inc.
(410) 474 3868

For more information, visit:
OldWallvilleSchool.org
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Emancipation brought new worlds 

of opportunity into the lives of 

African Americans. While enslaved, 

African Americans were denied many 

opportunities, including the right to 

receive an education. With emancipation, 

African Americans in many communities, 

including Calvert County began to 

focus on the importance of educational 

opportunities for their children.  

African-American Education 
following Emancipation

While the Freedmen’s Bureau provided 

some materials for the construction of  

African-American schools following the 

Civil War, these materials were either 

stolen or burned to prevent the schools 

from being built. As a result, African 

Americans initially schooled their children 

in churches. Then, in the 1880’s Calvert 

County’s  African-American residents 

began to obtain the use of buildings 

formerly used to teach white students. 

One of these buildings, the Wallville 

School, would serve generations of  

African-American students in Grades 1 

through 7 until it finally closed in 1934. 

After years of idle use, the Old Wallville 

School began to decay and by the late 

1990’s was faced with imminent demise 

if something wasn’t done to preserve the 

structure. In 2006, salvageable portions of 

the building were moved to the grounds 

of Calvert Elementary School as part of a 

cooperative agreement between the Friends 

of the Old Wallville School and Calvert 

County Public Schools. The school was 

restored as a monument to the value 

African Americans placed on educating 

their children in the face of numerous 

challenges. The school now serves as a 

center for learning for students and the 

Calvert County community. 

Preserving the Old Wallville 
School for Future Generations
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The Wallville School closed its doors as 

an active school in 1934 when a new, larger 

building became available. As the Civil 

Rights Movement gained momentum in 

the 1950’s and 60’s, African Americans 

gained greater access to educational 

opportunities. In 1966, the Calvert 

County Public School System was finally 

integrated as a result of the U.S. Supreme 

Court’s ruling in Brown vs. Board of 

Education.  

The End of an Era

The interior of the one room Wallville 

School was a cramped 18’x18’ area. The 

younger students who attended the school 

would typically have been seated three 

to a desk, while older students would sit 

two to a desk. On overflow days, half-

rounded wood logs served as extra desks 

on student’s laps as they sat in the middle 

aisle of the classroom. The building was 

heated by a wood burning stove and there 

were no indoor restrooms. The restroom 

was an outhouse.

Life at the Wallville School

Class began about 8:30 in the morning. 

“The older boys would come to school 

early to light the wood stove. Wood 

wasn’t always plentiful,” shared Elizabeth 

Gross. “Sometimes we would have to 

forage for our own wood. One day, I had 

to close school because there wasn’t any 

wood to be had.”

Supplies were scarce in all  African-

American Schools. “All our primers were 

used and there were often missing pages,” 

said Elizabeth Gross. Teachers started the 

school year with a register (roll book), 

water bucket and dipper, broom and dust 

pan, box of chalk, hand held chalk boards 

and little else.
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The school would sometimes service 

over 40 students in Grades 1 through 7. 

The day would begin with a prayer and 

then students in a particular grade would 

come forward and stand in a line facing 

the teacher. They would recite lessons, 

receive instruction and answer questions 

from the teacher. Meanwhile, students in 

other grades would do seat work. When 

Learning at the Wallville School

the teacher was busy, older students would 

step in and provide support for younger 

students. Other instruction during the 

day might include a summary of current 

events happening in the nation and the 

world. Students would then typically 

be divided into groups and taught 

mathematics, reading, history, geography 

and science. There would also be games, 

music and art instruction. The school day 

began around 8:30 a.m. and would end

at 3:00 p.m.

The Wallville School had only one 

instructor to serve the learning needs of 

young children who were just learning 

how to read and teens who were learning 

to be young adults. In a 1996 interview, 

Regina Brown, the last teacher to serve 

at the Wallville School, reflected, “I was 

principal, teacher, secretary, custodian and 

trouble shooter. The teaching methods 

Teaching in a One Room School

tteeaacchhheeerrr,, ssseeecccrrreeeetttaaaarrrrryyyyy,,, “I was principal, 
rouuubbbllee ssshhhoooooooottteeerrrr...”””custodian and tr

–Regina Brown

we used were later called individualized 

instruction and team teaching. My team 

was made up of three seventh-grade girls.”

Despite their many contributions,

African-American teachers were only 

paid half of what their white colleagues 

received. This inequity in pay would 

end in 1939 when, as a result of a lawsuit 

brought by Elizabeth Brown, the Calvert 

County Board of Education agreed to pay  

African-American teachers the same wages 

as their white colleagues.
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